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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
 

The major aim of the STORIES project is carrying out an action study and a 

research involving a large number of teachers and preschool children with the 

macro-objective to recognize the educational and didactic aspects that 

characterize the good practices of digital storytelling (DST) within the domain 

of early childhood education and care (ECEC) and micro-objectives to 

encourage media literacy, to foster children's narrative skills and to promote 

teachers' skills in using technology for educational purposes. The importance 

of and need for high quality ECEC has been strongly emphasized in various 

European Union policy documents. From this point on, outputs of the project 

are intended to have a significant impact on the local, regional, national, as 

well as the European level. 

 

The STORIES consortium is composed of four countries and six partners: 

 

 Coopselios Sc. (IT),  

 Universit{ di Modena e Reggio Emilia-UNIMORE (University of Modena 

and Reggio Emilia) (IT),  

 Computer Learning Societ{ Cooperativa-CL (IT),  

 Jyväskylän Yliopisto (University of Jyväskylä) (FI),  

 Mimar Sinan Güzel Sanatlar Üniversitesi-MSGSU (Mimar Sinan Fine Arts 

University) (TR), and  

 Pädagogischen Hochschule Karlsruhe-PH KA (University of Education 

Karlsruhe) (DE).  

 

The consortium is aware that dissemination, communication and exploitation 

tasks are crucial for the whole project activity and to reach the macro and 

micro level objectives. Hence, these tasks must start at an early stage in 

project’s lifetime to raise awareness, and build a significant community. 

Moreover, the communicational and dissemination strategies will reinforce 

the results of the activities planned to take place in all steps of the project. 

Thus, for an appropriate and well-directed exploitation management of the 

project results, an initial Exploitation Plan, which aims to elaborate how to 

exploit the project results and address target groups beyond the project’s 

lifetime, was developed by MSGSU at the beginning of the STORIES project 

through identifying interested sectors, end users, and their needs; with 

consultation and involvement of these end users in the project process to 

ensure that the results and benefits will be spread throughout and beyond the 

consortium.  
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In this final Exploitation Report, the exploitation activities that are carried 

out throughout the STORIES Project’s lifetime in line with the relevant initial 

plan to ensure its success and sustainability and which will continue to be 

carried out after the project in the long-term are presented.  

 

Through exploitation activities, mainly covering local multiplier events and 

project outputs (OER training package, best educational-practice examples, 

reports on scientific research and educational experimentation, and e-

guidelines); the STORIES consortium has contributed on raising awareness on 

ECEC quality among local/regional/national governments, their education 

departments and other policy makers and stakeholders, in order to influence 

their ECEC policies. All exploitation activities have been undertaken on the 

basis of achieving a significant impact on the local, regional, national, as well 

as the European level, which could be shared and it has been envisaged that 

this impact could be widened from the smallest ECEC provider in the region to 

policy makers and other stakeholders on national as well as on European 

level. The promotion of the innovation has also been done through engaging 

public authorities in the topic of ECEC quality. Actors have been involved in 

the definition of recommendations based upon the STORIES process and 

products, for further policies exploitation. Furthermore, close connections 

with relevant stakeholders were set up to have continuous discussions on the 

project’s development and outcomes and the stakeholders’ views on the 

overall process.  

 

During the project life-time, individual partner exploitation activities have 

been followed by using a tracking chart and the initial exploitation plan was 

adapted according to opportunities of exploitation that arised during the 

project implementation. This final exploitation report, therefore, covers the 

executed activities of the consortium to mainstream and multiply the project’s 

results. 

 

The remainder of this document is structured as follows:  

 

In Section 2, we present the target groups and stakeholders reached through 

an effective communication strategy for the exploitation of the STORIES main 

products and outcomes. Section 3 defines the exploitation channels and 

strategies used for the engagement of target groups and stakeholders. Section 

4 presents each consortium partner’s exploitation activities individually 

whereas a conclusion is presented in Section 5. 
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2. TARGET GROUPS AND STAKEHOLDERS REACHED  

 
 

For an effective exploitation of the STORIES outcomes, the following main 

target groups and key actors have been identified and reached as the final end 

users to adopt or apply the results of the project, and to potentially benefit 

from the knowledge produced.  

 

To exhibit a more holistic graphical view of the target audiences, a 

stakeholders’ map has also been designed. The first version of the map, which 

demonstrates the initially planned exploitation activities, compiled by MSGSU 

with contributions from other partners has been annexed to the Manual of 

Best Practices of Digital Storytelling in Early Childhood (Intellectual Output 1 

by UNIMORE, which was published online in late 2016). The final version of 

the Stakeholders Map, on the other hand, re-designed according to the 

reached target groups and stakeholders, is presented in Appendix I. 

 

2.1. Primary Stakeholders and Multiplier Effects 

 

Through the network of primary stakeholders, the effect of the outcomes of 

the project is ensured. The multiplier effects of official partners and 

participating schools are defined below. 

 

2.1.1. The Official Partners 

  

The university partners of the STORIES have gained common experience in 

the field of ECEC with regards to the use of DST approach, use of ICT tools, 

fostering digital competencies at the corporate level, enrichment of media 

studies curriculum, enlarged offering for teacher training courses, and 

fostering media and language competencies of young learners and media 

literacy for the institutions of related stakeholders. Throughout the STORIES 

project, this knowledge has been circulated to the academic networks of each 

university, to their staff and students who are not directly involved in the 

project. Moreover, since members of the research groups from the university 

partners offered the STORIES DST activities and tools to their students both in 

theory and practice, these students also tried to introduce the DST approach 

to other pre-service teachers studying in various disciplines, teachers of 

different grade levels and other educators.  
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2.1.2. The Participating Schools  

 

Teacher Target Group 

 

Within the STORIES project, a competence-oriented training model for DST 

was developed, which is oriented towards national and international 

educational policies to enable the educators and teachers to implement their 

own DST projects and to justify them from a media pedagogical perspective. 

The training framework was developed by PH-KA with contributions from 

other partners. The training model was implemented in all partner countries 

within a time frame of 20 hours. In addition to the first cycle of DST training 

conducted in August 2016 for participant teachers from Turkey, two 

additional training cycles were also conducted in December 2016 and October 

2017 for the Turkish kindergarten teachers who subsequently participated in 

the STORIES project implementation process in 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 

academic years. 

 

Throughout the STORIES Project, a total of 71 teachers from all partner 

countries (22 teachers from IT; 8 teachers from FI; 33 teachers from TR; 8 

teachers from DE) were trained with this model and actively involved in the 

project activities.  

 

Through the participant teachers, schools had the chance to integrate the 

media literacy-based experimental activities into the instructional programs 

during the project activities. Within the framework of the scientific research 

process of the STORIES Project, positive feedback has also been obtained 

through the principal data consisted of: 

 

 teacher questionnaires from 67 participant teachers, 

 complementary data from teacher  interviews (N=13) from Finland,  

 focus groups with practitioners (N=14) from Italy, and 

 teachers’ digital stories (N=12) from Turkey;  

 

regarding that the participant teachers want to continue to use digital 

storytelling practices and tools in their own classes in the long term. 

Furthermore, the group of trained teachers acted as a catalyst to promote the 

activities by scaffolding the acquired competencies and experiences with 

other school colleagues.  
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Children Target Group 

 

Throughout the STORIES Project, a total of 19 preschools/kindergartens 

from all partner countries were reached to implement the project activities 

(see Table 1: Partners’ Exploitation Target Groups of Primary Stakeholders, 

presented in Section 4). Accordingly; 

 

 a total of 414 children mostly aged between 48-60 months (4 years) 

from all the partner countries (152 children from IT; 150 children from 

FI, 77 children from TR; 35 children from DE) were involved in the 

project activities in the 1st implementation year, 

 a total of 536 children mostly aged between 60-72 months (5 years) 

from all partner countries (159 children from IT; 240 children from FI; 

82 children from TR; 55 children from DE) were involved in the project 

activities in the 2nd implementation year.  

 

Based on the results gathered through the analysis of the STORIES scientific 

research data from:  

 

 A total of 174 digital stories created by children in all partner 

countries,  

 A total of 146 project sheets and 53 yearly project summaries 

collected by all partners with which the teachers documented the DST 

activities they implemented during each project year, 

 Turkish researchers’ observations on the DST activities and focusing on 

development of children’s social-emotional behaviours exhibited both 

individually and during verbal and nonverbal group interactions in 

various stages of the story building process,  

 Finnish researchers’ examinations on how different elements of the DST 

process contributed to children’s agency and what was the children’s 

subjective experience of their learning and agency, and  

 Italian researchers’ explorations on how DST can contribute to the 

development of young children’s creativity, especially through 

metaphors;  

 

it was found that the STORIES DST process and practices supported 

participant children’s linguistic competencies, social and emotional 

competencies (relationships, communication skills and cognitive skills), 

creative thinking skills, and media literacy skills (technical/digital skills, 

visual and art skills, narrative skills, understanding of multimodality, pre-

writing skills, understanding of audio-visual language and critical skills) in 

many ways.  
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In addition, an Information and Consent Form for Parents has been 

prepared by Turkish and Finnish researchers, to ask permission from parents 

for the attendance of their children to the project activities and to inform 

them about the aim, content, and implementation process of STORIES project. 

All participant children from Turkey and Finland were included in the project 

implementations after collecting these original signed information and 

consent forms from the parents. By this way, the awareness of participant 

children’s families and friends regarding DST approach and tools has also 

been raised indirectly. 

 

2.2.  Public Bodies, Governorships and Municipalities 

 

Throughout the STORIES Project, a total of eighteen (18) public institutions, 

governorships and municipalities from all partner countries were reached 

as the final end-users to adopt or apply the results of the project, or to 

potentially benefit from the knowledge produced (see Table 2: Partners’ 

Exploitation Target Groups and Stakeholders Reached for Public 

Bodies/Governorships/Municipalities, presented in Section 4).  

 

Public institutions which are responsible for regulating educational activities 

at national level were informed about project’s process and outcomes. They 

were also encouraged to participate actively and present recommendations 

for the project process. Through their participation in project’s activities, 

these public institutions were motivated to disseminate project’s outcomes 

with other institutions within their reach.  

 

Governorships and municipalities in partner countries also had a role in 

project’s exploitation activities through their departments related with 

education. Besides enhancing the awareness of their networks about DST 

activities, they also have an opportunity to adopt the project’s outcomes to 

their services and activities in the long-term.   

 

2.3. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

 

The activity areas of NGOs can generally be listed as education, environment, 

culture and society, poverty, children, youth, technology, etc. Since STORIES 

project’s main aim is to improve the quality of teaching-learning process in 

ECEC, NGOs that operate in the areas of education are most likely to benefit 

from the project’s results and knowledge produced during and beyond the 

project’s life time. 
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NGOs that function in the area of education mainly focus on below mentioned 

issues in the society: 

 

 Improving the quality of education: There are NGOs striving to improve 

the quality of education especially for children who cannot reach the 

proper sources in the schools they are attending. Such organizations can 

organize after-school activities or do enrichment activities in the schools 

to broaden the vision of children. These NGOs can include DST tools and 

projects developed by the teachers to their after-school and enrichment 

activities. By this way, volunteers working at these organizations will 

also be aware of project’s results. 

 

 Building awareness in the community: Some NGOs conduct policy 

activities to attract the attention of the society and policy makers to the 

important issues on education. These NGOs can spread the knowledge 

produced during the project to the wider society and policy makers. This 

will also improve recognition level of the project’s results.  

 
 Improving the quality of teacher education: NGOs operating with this 

purpose develop and implement training programs to equip the teachers 

with necessary skills to improve their effectiveness of instruction. 

Reaching directly to the teachers, these NGOs can include teachers’ DST 

qualifications to their training programs.  

 

Accordingly, throughout the STORIES Project, a total of nineteen (19) NGOs 

from all partner countries were reached to benefit from the project’s results 

and knowledge produced during and beyond the project’s life time (see Table 

3: Partners’ Exploitation Target Groups and Stakeholders Reached for Non-

Governmental Organizations, presented in Section 4). 

 

2.4. Art/Science/Media Centers 

 

Art and science centers which offer activities for children can use project’s 

results to design new activities and workshops to be implemented in their 

facilities. Moreover, because the project has an art education component in 

the use of DST approach for childhood, introducing the results to 

museums/exhibitions is thought to be helpful to reach the audience who are 

interested in arts and will increase the publicity of the project’s tools and 

results. In addition, DST activities can also be used for children visiting these 

art centers. Accordingly, a total of five (5) art/science/media centers from 

all partner countries were reached throughout the STORIES project life time 

(see Table 4. Partners’ Exploitation Target Groups and Stakeholders Reached for 

Art/Science/Media Centers, presented in Section 4). 
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2.5. Other Target Groups and Stakeholders 

 

There are a number of other target groups and stakeholders (i.e. educational 

software companies, state-wide initiatives, forums or publishing houses) 

particularly specialized in education/children culture, which has activities or 

products to enhance students’ learning and provide students opportunities to 

practice their skills. Accordingly, eTwinning, which is a large and successful 

network of European teachers to share ideas and innovations, an Italian 

publishing house, a Turkish holding company that organizes educational 

activities for children and their families, and Turkey distributorship of the 

educational technology i-Theatre, which is a novel integrated interactive 

system for story-creation and multimedia storytelling dedicated to young 

children of 3-10 years old, have been reached as “other target audiences and 

stakeholders” throughout the STORIES Project lifetime in order to enable 

them include project’s products to their services and contents (see Table 5. 

Other Exploitation Target Groups and Stakeholders, presented in Section 4). 
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3. EXPLOITATION CHANNELS AND STRATEGIES USED 

FOR THE ENGAGEMENT OF TARGET GROUPS AND 

STAKEHOLDERS 

 
 

Since the engagement of target communities and stakeholders mentioned in 

Section 2 is key to the creation of impact, and forms part of the core activities 

of STORIES, the project partners used their powerful networks, additional 

multiplier channels and strategies to raise the visibility of STORIES. The 

STORIES engagement efforts carried out are presented below within three 

separate sub-headings, namely; exploitation activities in teacher training and 

professional development, exploitation activities in knowledge building and 

development of new pedagogical models, and exploitation activities in 

advances in educational technology. Since each partner is responsible for 

realising the general adoption strategy in practice on a national level; to 

strengthen the strategy for local adoption of the products after the end of the 

project life cycle, concrete steps that partners will develop in the long-term in 

order to ensure the valorisation of the outcomes by various stakeholders are 

also clarified and presented below. 

 

3.1. Exploitation Activities in Teacher Training and Professional 

Development 

 

 Throughout the STORIES lifetime, as a part of the pull content, which is 

defined as content that can be accessed and consumed by all target groups 

and stakeholders, especially school institutions (kindergartens), teachers of 

ECEC services and educators benefited from the training practices and best 

educational practices resulted from project activities. These target groups 

were motivated to benefit from and adopt below outcomes to their 

activities during the project lifetime as well as afterwards in the long-term 

in order to provide new perspectives to their intended communities: 

 

 Manual of Best Practices of Digital Storytelling in Early Childhood 

(UNIMORE compiled the content of the manual with the aid of other 

partners’ contributions: the desk research for the text was conducted by 

UNIMORE, and each partner submitted examples of DST practices which 

were included in the manual), 

 

 Online Platform, as a reference to easily access all documents and 

materials; especially training reference framework, online modules, and  

digital stories created during the STORIES project (The partner 
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responsible for the technical structure and elements of the platform was 

Computer Learning), 

 

 Report on Best Educational Practices of Digital Storytelling in Early 

Childhood Education and Care (MSGSU compiled the content of the report 

with the aid of other partners’ contributions: the desk research for the text 

was conducted by MSGSU, and each partner submitted two selected 

exemplary practices out of the DST projects carried out in their 

kindergartens), 

 

 Guidelines on Media Literacy in Early Childhood Education through 

Digital Storytelling [The partner responsible for the output was 

Coopselios. Each partner that was responsible for a specific intellectual 

output (IO) sent Coopselios a ten-page summary of their IO. Coopselios 

integrated the chapters sent by individual partners, wrote additional 

introduction and conclusion chapters, and sent the draft back to the 

partners for comments. Each partner was responsible for translating the 

final version of the guidelines into their own language.] 

 

 Since one of the common experience in the field of ECEC gained by the 

partners of STORIES is "enlarged offering for teacher training courses", 

beyond a total of 71 teachers who were trained and actively involved in the 

project activities, this knowledge and content have also been circulated 

both covering theory and practice to the academic networks of each 

partner university, to their staff and students who are not directly involved 

in the project through courses, seminars or other educational activities.  

 

Throughout the STORIES project, with regards to the exploitation activities 

in teacher training and professional development; members of the research 

group from Turkey introduce the STORIES DST activities and tools to 

approximately 50 undergraduate and graduate students of Mimar Sinan 

Fine Arts University (MSGSU) by offering a new elective course entitled 

“Digital Story Telling Approach and Applications” since 2016-2017 

academic year. 

 

Also, DST approach has been integrated as an additional topic to the 

current courses of “Theories and Approaches in Learning Psychology”, 

“Instructional Principles and Methods”, “Instructional Technologies and 

Material Design” and “Introduction to Multicultural Education”, which are 

offered to approximately 300 prospective teachers attending Turkey 

Certificate Program of Pedagogical Formation for Teachers in 2016-2017 

and 2017-2018 academic years. These students and prospective teachers 

tried to introduce the DST approach to other students and pre-service 



13 

 

teachers studying in various disciplines, to the teachers of different grade 

levels and to other educators. New courses on the DST approach and 

additional topics in the current courses will continue to be offered to the 

students and prospective teachers in following academic years. 

 

 The STORIES scientific research results obtained, the training materials 

produced and the digital stories created during the STORIES project are 

used in a large-scale professional development programme for teachers 

called LUKILOKI (https://lukiloki.jyu.fi) between September 2018 and 

December 2019 in Finland. The programme (organised by the University of 

Jyväskylä and funded by the Finnish National Agency for Education) 

focuses on literacy skills, covering all educational levels. The STORIES 

materials and outcomes are used in modules aimed at kindergarten, 

preschool and primary teachers (reaching approximately 500 teachers). 

The geographical scope of the training is the whole country: the course is 

organised as a combination of an online MOOC and face-to-face trainings in 

10 cities around Finland (aiming to reach 1500 participants altogether). 

After the LUKILOKI training programme, the materials will be made openly 

available via a national online repository provided by the Finnish National 

Agency for Education. 

 

 In the first week of November 2018, a workshop will be organized by 

Turkish research group from Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University in 

cooperation with the National Education Directorate of İstanbul Bakırköy 

district, to share final intellectual outputs and practical outcomes of the 

project with the teachers and principals of the region’s public 

kindergartens.  

 

 The STORIES teacher training program, materials produced and the digital 

stories created during the STORIES project will be used in a national 

professional inservice training programme for teachers between November 

2018 and March 2019 in Turkey. The programme will be organised in 

collaboration of Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University and National Education 

Directorate of İstanbul Şişli district, focusing on literacy skills, covering at 

least 120 primary teachers at the first stage, and then will be enlarged to 

the teachers of all other education levels respectively. 

 
 Three guest workshops on the practical applications of the project 

outcomes will be given as part of a professional training course organised 

by the University of Helsinki Centre for Continuing Education between 

November 2018 and March 2019. Project results will also be exploited as 

part of teaching materials in kindergarten teacher education in the 

University of Jyväskylä.  
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 Another series of workshops for teachers on the practical applications of 

the project outcomes will be offered as a training course organised by 

Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University Centre for Continuing Education between 

March and May 2019. 

 

 A workshop for teachers to share practical outcomes of the project will be 

offered by PH Karlsruhe in March 2019. 

 

3.2. Exploitation Activities in Knowledge Building and 

Development of New Pedagogical Models 

 

 Enhancing awareness in creative use of digital media and improving 

applicability of the DST activities in childhood education by including 

digital media literacy-based instructional activities within the preschool 

education curriculum can be indicated as the major desired impact of the 

STORIES project. By raising awareness in creative use of digital media and 

DST in ECEC, the project has proposed a new pedagogical model. 

Accordingly, the partners of the STORIES have also gained common 

experience in the field of ECEC with regards to the use of digital storytelling 

approach and enrichment of media studies curriculum. 

 

 In preparation of the STORIES proposal, each partner made contact with 

kindergartens, schools federations/associations, policy makers and other 

relevant stakeholders in order to guarantee a successful exploitation of the 

STORIES results, to advocate learning innovation and quality in ECEC and 

thus ensuring the sustainability of the STORIES project. For a direct 

knowledge building and implementation in real life activities at local level, 

the project has been made visible within multiplier local events held with 

national/international participants. For these multiplier events, activity 

based news and products (boomark, banner, STORIES flag, poster, 

informative brochure, note paper with STORIES logo, invitation letter, etc.), 

which functioned as exploitation channels, were published, announced and 

shared with the contribution of media partners, through web sites, 

personal web pages, newsletters, press bulletins, and journals (see 

Appendix II: Media Partners for the Exploitation and Dissemination of 

STORIES). 

 

 A total of six transnational partner meetings were arranged during the 

project life time, one of them being extra (two in Italy, two in Germany, one 

in Finland, one in Turkey). Those meetings served for extensive group 

work, discussion rounds on project issues and administrative/ 

organizational activities, and the presentation of the ongoing evaluation 

reports and dissemination/exploitation activities.  
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Throughout the STORIES project, not only internal collaboration between 

international partners but also external collaboration with stakeholders 

has been enhanced by using Web 2.0 social media incorporated tools 

(Google Drive, Skype, WhatsApp, Facebook, YouTube, etc.) during and 

beyond the meetings, as part of the knowledge building process. Use of 

these social networking tools functioned as a channel to share specific 

research interests from formal aspects (IOs) and informal aspects related 

to the project goals, as well. 

 

 A wider impact has been expected, on the other hand, thanks to the 

promotion of the innovation model to a larger teachers’ community. Thus, 

opening up the process and products of STORIES to the views and 

experiences of people and organizations in international networks of 

innovators, researchers and technology companies is seen effective in both 

knowledge building and development of new pedagogical models. 

Accordingly, relevant stakeholders, not only from the partner region, but 

also European wide has been informed on the STORIES project through 

connections with eTwinning, which is a large and successful network of 

European teachers. It is thought that this effort can be used to identify 

individuals willing to share their experiences about innovation in education 

through DST activities and can provide both the consortium and 

stakeholders valuable insights for developing new pedagogical approaches 

based on DST activities or integrating STORIES tools and methodology 

within current and further educational programs. 

 

 Online Platform of STORIES is also a reference to easily access all 

documents and materials; especially the STORIES Teacher Training 

Reference Framework, Guidelines on DST, and the STORIES Report of 

Scientific Research (The research design was constructed as a collaborative 

effort between the partners, with JYU having the main responsibility for 

putting together the research plan), contributing to knowledge building and 

development of new pedagogical models. These documents are considered 

to be particularly relevant for teachers’ community, EU (as the WG on 

quality in ECEC) and national policy makers to work on the relation policies 

vs. model–practices, as well as for research community wishing to analyze 

in depth some specific results, build on other research focus or other 

related work of research (e.g. DST for SEN, DST for therapies such as 

speech therapy, DST for art education in museums, DST for animation to 

reading, etc.). With regards to the push content, which involves sharing and 

informing the target groups about project’s products, easy and well-

structured accessibility of all OERs for public consultation during the 
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project and after the project activities will also contribute to the visibility of 

the project results. 

 

 Scientific activities attended and scientific papers published by the project 

partners also functioned as an exploitation activity in knowledge building 

and development of new pedagogical models during the STORIES project 

(see Appendix III: Local, National & International Events for the Exploitation 

and Dissemination of STORIES). In addition to the current scientific 

activities, other scientific activities that will continue after the official end 

of the project are as follows: 

 

 By Finnish partner, a practitioner-oriented article based on the final 

results of the project will be submitted to Lastentarha, the professional 

journal of the Association of Kindergarten Teachers (LTOL). 

 

 By Finnish partner, an article on the project outcomes will be submitted 

to the public newsletter jointly published by the departments 

representing educational sciences, targeted at both researchers and 

practitioners with the aim of popularising research results. 

 
 An oral presentation entitled "Digital Storytelling in Early Childhood" 

will be made by three of Turkish participant teachers from the primary 

stakeholder Özel Şişli Terakki Preschool at Autumn Teachers' Conference 

(ATC-2018) hosted by Robert College of Istanbul on 20 October 2018, 

which covers the framework of STORIES teacher training programme 

that these participant teachers attended in August 2016, the 

implementation process of the DST projects at their school, the digital 

story-building process of children and their observations on this 

process. The presentation will be prepared with collaboration and 

contribution of Turkish research group. 

 
 Various joint scientific papers based on the transnational results and 

separate papers based on each partner’s national data will be submitted 

to different academic journals and conferences by project partners after 

the official end of the project in order to maintain high the interest 

already expressed by the “STORIES network”, and to engage new 

prospective beneficiaries and stakeholders, not yet reached, as well. The 

partners have already started preparing two joint paper manuscripts 

(and an optional third one) with the themes and main responsibilities as 

follows: 
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- PAPER 1 – Topic: Teacher competencies; Main responsibility: JYU 

and PH-KA. 

- PAPER 2 – Topic: Narrative elements in digital stories; Main 

responsibility: UNIMORE. 

- PAPER 3 – Topic: Comparison of the DST process by year; Main 

responsibility to be specified. 

 

 The current STORIES research data has already begun to be used by 

Finnish partner as a basis for two upcoming Master’s theses, one 

focusing on teacher competencies and one on children’s agency. Existing 

STORIES research data will be used also by other partners as a basis for 

student project and theses in the long-term.  

 

3.3. Exploitation Activities in Advances in Educational Technology 

 

 STORIES project supported the use of educational technology tools in 

several venues such as teacher education and educational activities with 

children to foster digital competencies at the corporate level. Sharing this 

technological processes and tools of the project with the stakeholders has 

contributed to raise awareness to develop more materials to facilitate 

learning in all levels and also in different sectors.  

 

 One of the contributions to this awareness-raising process is the “Digital 

Storytelling Atelier for Children”, which was established in Science and 

Letters Faculty Building of Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University (TR) in 2016. 

This atelier, which is equipped with educational technologies such as i-

Theatre, play and drawing/painting materials and designed to include 

separate activity areas, was used by participant children and teachers 

from Turkey for the realization of some of the STORIES project activities 

carried out in the 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 academic years. The atelier 

will be kept in the university building and will continue to be used for 

further educational activities to foster media literacy and technological 

competencies of young learners, which will be organized by Mimar Sinan 

Fine Arts University Centre for Continuing Education in the following 

years. 

 

 A total of nine (9) instructional videos were prepared in Turkish language 

for educational communities and participant teachers in Turkey and 

uploaded to YouTube as a resource to introduce educational technologies 

for story-creation and multimedia storytelling dedicated to young 

children. 
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4.   INDIVIDUAL PARTNER EXPLOITATION ACTIVITIES 

 
 

Beside the STORIES vision and mission as a project, each one of the consortium 

partners has its own exploitation opportunities perspective. In preparation of the 

STORIES proposal, each partner made contact with kindergartens, schools 

federations/associations, policy makers and other relevant stakeholders in order to 

guarantee a successful exploitation of the STORIES results, to advocate learning 

innovation and quality in ECEC and thus ensuring the sustainability of the STORIES 

project. In summary; 

 

 Coopselios (IT), the leader partner, made contact with Municipalities and 

associated cooperatives which manage ECEC services, in particular at Milan and 

Bologna, to receive their commitment and support for the project. It also collected 

letters from University of Trento-Department of Psychology and Cognitive Science, 

Comune di Correggio - Servizi Educativi, representing 3 schools, Zerosei - 

Cooperative Society, representing 2 schools and Matriosca - Cooperative Society, 

representing 2 schools. 

 

 University of Modena and Reggio Emilia (UNIMORE, IT), as a partner of 

“CREANET” project (Comenius-LLP), promoted the STORIES objectives among the 

CREANET consortium and will further spread the STORIES results and IOs, in a 

cross-fertilization process between the two projects. It also collected letters from 

Azienda Sociale Servizi Bassa Reggiana, representing 5 schools and Musei Civici 

RE. 

 

 Computer Learning (CL, IT), the tech-partner, has a strong link with schools from 

Autonomous Province of Trento, and carried out with them several educational 

projects financed by National funds. It also collected letters from Provincia 

Autonoma Trento-Dipartimento Istruzione, MED - Associazione Italiana per 

L’educazione aI Media e alla Comunicazione and Federazione Provinciale Scuole 

Materne, representing 136 schools. 

 

 University of Jyväskylä (JYU, FI) has participated in and coordinated many 

national and international projects dealing with educational technologies thus 

creating a strong network of schools and stakeholders in the field. The municipal 

kindergartens of the City of Jyväskylä (counting more than 50 kindergartens) 

confirmed their participation to the STORIES proposal. 
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 Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University (MSGSU, TR) collected interest letters from 

the preschools and the kindergarten namely Özel Şişli Terakki Preschool, 

Preschool of Hisar Schools Education Foundation and Özel Florya Kindergarten; 

and three stakeholders, namely, Association for the Development of Early 

Childhood Education, Children's Museum Association and İnönü University 

Computer Education and Instructional Technology department.  

 

 University of Education Karlsruhe (PH KA, DE) collected letters from 

Caritasverband Karlsruhe, Zentrum für Kunst und Medientechnologie and received 

informal interest from 3 kindergarten (Haus Sonnensang, Educcare Kindergarten 

Karlsruhe, Europäische Schule, KiTa Wirbelwind), 3 primary schools (Evangelische 

Schule, Hebel Grundschule, Europäische Schule) and 6 Policy makers and other 

stakeholders (Landesmedienzentrum Baden-Württemberg, Zentrum für Kunst und 

Medientechnologie, Caritasverband Karlsruhe, Staatliches Schulamt Karlsruhe, 

Kulturbüro der Stadt Karlsruhe, Junge Kunsthalle Karlsruhe). 

 

Individual exploitation activities performed throughout the STORIES project are 

presented below within separate charts organized and listed according to different 

types of exploitation target groups and stakeholders reached, as explained in Section 

2. 



20 

 

 
 

4.1. Primary Stakeholders of Each Partner 
 
Table 1. Partners’ Exploitation Target Groups of Primary Stakeholders 
 

Partners Primary Stakeholders Definition of the Activity Performed  Date  

COOPSELIOS (IT) 
UNIMORE (IT) 

1. La Ginestra Kindergarten, Poviglio 
2. Arcobaleno Kindergarten, Novellara 
3. Zenit Kindergarten, Boretto 
4. Soliani Scutellari Kindergarten,  Brescello 
5. Arcobaleno Kindergarten, Guastalla 
6. Haiku Kindergarten, Reggio Emilia 

In the 1st implementation year; a total of 152 children, and in 
the 2nd implementation year; a total of 159 children from the 
listed schools directly participated in educational 
experimentation. The schools gained benefit from the project’s 
intellectual outputs, improving their methodology and activities 
with children. 

2016-2017 and 
2017-2018 
academic years 

JYU (FI) 

1. Neulaskangas Kindergarten, Jyväskylä 
2. Säynätsalo Kindergarten, Jyväskylä 
3. Kindergarten Marias Asyl, Helsinki 
4. Kindergarten Tunturi, Helsinki 

In the 1st implementation year; a total of 150 children, and in 
the 2nd implementation year; a total of 240 children from the 
listed schools directly participated in educational 
experimentation. The schools gained benefit from the project’s 
intellectual outputs, improving their methodology and activities 
with children. 

2016-2017 and 
2017-2018 
academic years 

MSGSU (TR) 
 1. Özel Şişli Terakki Preschool, İstanbul 

2. Özel Florya Kindergarten, İstanbul 
3. Preschool of Özel Evrim Schools, İstanbul  
4. Şehit Mehmet Selim Kiraz Preschool, İstanbul 

In the 1st implementation year; a total of 77 children, and in the 
2nd implementation year; a total of 82 children from the listed 
schools directly participated in educational experimentation. 
The schools gained benefit from the project’s intellectual 
outputs, improving their methodology and activities with 
children. 

2016-2017 and 
2017-2018 
academic years 

PH KA (DE) 

1. Kindertagesstätte im Lebenshilfehaus, Karlsruhe 
2. Kindertagesstätte Sonnensang, Karlsruhe 
3. Kindertagesstätte Mühlwichtel , Karlsruhe 
4. Gemeinschaftsschule Neubulach 
5. Kindertagesstätte Neubulach 

In the 1st implementation year; a total of 35 children, and in the 
2nd implementation year; a total of 55 children from the listed 
schools directly participated in educational experimentation. 
The schools gained benefit from the project’s intellectual 
outputs, improving their methodology and activities with 
children. 

2016-2017 and 
2017-2018 
academic years  
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4.2. Public Bodies/Governorships/Municipalities as Exploitation Target Groups and Stakeholders Reached 
 
Table 2. Partners’ Exploitation Target Groups and Stakeholders Reached for Public Bodies/Governorships/Municipalities 
 
Partners Public Bodies/Governorships/Municipalities Definition of the Activity Performed  Date  

COOPSELIOS (IT) 
CL (IT) 

UNIMORE (IT) 

1. INDIRE - MIUR (Ministry of Education, University 
and Research) [The education system in Italy is 
supervised by INDIRE, i.e., the national centre for 
documentation and pedagogical research. INDIRE is 
an autonomous institution which is responsible for the 
planning, coordination and governance of education 
system in Italy, in strict cooperation with the Ministry 
of Education University and Research (MIUR).  MIUR 
is the department of the Italian Government in charge 
of the administration of education, university and 
research.] 

The UNIMORE research group has proposed a schoolkit titled “Itinerari di 
digital storytelling nella scuola dell'infanzia” to MIUR. 
The MIUR accepted and published this schoolkit at the address 
http://www.generazioniconnesse.it/site/it/2018/01/18/raccontare-
una-storia/?rit=ecd-creativita 
The UNIMORE schoolkit is now freely consultable and downloadable.   

2017 

2.  Azienda Servizi Bassa Reggiana (ASBR) ASBR collaborated with the research group during the experimentation. 
The institution participated in the project experimentation with 5 schools, 
24 teachers and 135 children in Reggio Emilia.  

2016-2017 and  
2017-2018 academic 
years 

ASBR participated in teachers training sessions and the meetings with 
pedagogists. 

2017 

ASBR participated in the event titled “Digital Storytelling: media and 
technologies in ECEC” organized by the research group, with a report 
named "Dall'alfabetizzazione ai media ai processi di narrazione digitale”. 

11 May 2017 

3. Department of Education of the Municipality of 
Reggio Emilia (The main targets of the Department of 
Education of the Municipality of Reggio Emilia are 
children and teenagers. It’s connected with all schools 
in the municipality of Reggio Emilia from the nursery 
school to high school) 

The research group has organized several proposals within the 
Department for students and academic staff: seminars, conference, 
workshops and internship projects. 

2016-2018 

4. Universities and Other Public Institutions  
4.1. University of Padova 
4.2. Politecnico di Milano 
4.3. Victoria University (Australia) 
4.4. University of Tuiuti do Parana (Brazil) 
4.5. Parlenda School  
4.6. Amplacao Institute 

 

Scholars from University of Padova, Politecnico di Milano and Victoria 
University (Australia) and University of Tuiuti do Parana (Brazil) 
participated either to conferences held in Reggio Emilia on the theme of 
digital storytelling or to meetings with the teachers involved in the 
project.   

2017 

Coopselios managed an educational session (lesson) on the projects 
developed in Reggio Emilia schools presenting STORIES project, its 
activites, results and goals with the participants from Parlenda School and 
Amplacao Institute.  

23-24 August 2017 
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Table 2-Continues  
 
Partners Public Bodies/Governorships/Municipalities Definition of the Activity Performed Date 
JYU (FI) 1.    The Finnish National Agency for Education (formerly, 

The Finnish National Board of Education-FNBE) (The 
Finnish National Board of Education is a national 
development agency that is subordinate to the Ministry 
of Education and Culture and its tasks and organisation 
are set in the legislation. FNBE is responsible for the 
development of early childhood education and care, 
pre-primary, basic, general upper secondary, vocational 
upper secondary and adult education.) 

Aligning the STORIES training content with the new National Core 
Curriculum for Early Childhood Education (came into effect in 2017) 

2016-2017 and  
2017-2018 academic 
years 

2.    City of Jyväskylä, Day Care and Preschool Education 
 

Two kindergartens participated in STORIES activities.  2016-2017 and 
2017-2018 academic 
years 

STORIES promotion at KEOS2017 exhibition 25 November 2017 

3.    City of Tampere, Day Care and Education 
 

 STORIES training and implementation of DST projects in 3 
kindergartens; aiming to inform the city policy on ICT in 
kindergartens. 

 Expansion of the project activities to the city of Tampere, as part of a 
city-wide service digitalization programme 
(https://www.tampere.fi/smart-
tampere/digiohjelma/varhaiskasvatuksen-viestinta-ja-digitaaliset-
oppimisymparistot.html). The purpose was to support the 
exploitation of the project outcomes by promoting the role of 
pedagogically meaningful used of digital technology in ECEC on a 
large scale in the city. 

2017-2018 academic 
year 

Half-day STORIES event for ECEC staff and administration 12 September 2017 

4.    City of Helsinki, Department of Early Education and 
Care 

One kindergarten participating in STORIES activities 
 

2016-2017 and 
2017-2018 academic 
years 

STORIES session in a curriculum planning day in the City of Helsinki 25 November 2016 
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Table 2-Continues 

Partners Public Bodies/Governorships/Municipalities Definition of the Activity Performed Date 

MSGSU (TR) 1. Turkey Council of Higher Education (CoHE) [The 
higher education system in Turkey is supervised by the 
Council of Higher Education (CoHE). The CoHE is an 
autonomous institution which is responsible for the 
planning, coordination and governance of higher 
education system in Turkey in accordance with the 
Turkish Constitution and the Higher Education Laws.] 

Scholars from various national universities supervised by the Council 
were informed about the project’s activities and participated at the 
local multiplier event.  

October 2016 

2. Ministry of National Education of Republic of Turkey 
(MEB) (In Turkey, MEB is responsible for regulating 
educational activities in schools and preparing best 
learning environments for students.) 

 

Partner schools, which operate under the supervision of MEB, 
participated in project’s activities.  

2016-2017 and  
2017-2018 academic 
years 

Representatives of MEB were informed about the project’s activities 
and participated at the local multiplier event.  

October 2016 

A DST Atelier for Children was established in MSGSU. DST based 
activities for children and teachers will continue within University’s 
Continuing Learning Center. This will enable exploitation of project’s 
outcomes in the long term.  

January 2017 

3. Governorship of Istanbul, European Union and 
Foreign Relations Office  

Representatives of the Office were informed about the project’s 
activities and participated at the local multiplier event. 

October 2016 

4. Metropolitan Municipalities  Representatives of the Metropolitan Municipalities were informed 
about the project’s activities.  

October 2016 

PH KA (DE) 1. Media Centre of Baden-Württemberg [The Media 
Centre of Baden-Württemberg (LMZ) offers consulting 
services on media education, provides further and 
advanced training, technical support and educational 
media for teachers of schools in  aden-Württemberg 
as well as for institutions active in the education and 
training of adolescents and adults.] 

Exchange of experiences made with different projects in kindergartens 
and planning of further cooperations. 

March 2017 
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4.3. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) as Exploitation Target Groups and Stakeholders Reached 

Table 3. Partners’ Exploitation Target Groups and Stakeholders Reached for Non-Governmental Organizations (NGos)  
Partners Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Definition of the Activity Performed Date 

COOPSELIOS (IT) 
CL (IT)  
UNIMORE (IT) 

1. Reggio Children Srl (Reggio Children is an International 
Center for the defense and promotion of children's rights. It is 
a company that wants to support exchanges and 
communication between national and international schools, 
teachers and researchers about education.) 

Reggio Children participated in the local congress organized 
by the research group titled “Digital Storytelling: media and 
technologies in ECEC”. Reggio Children participated in this 
event with a report titled “Narrative between analogical and 
digital”. 

11 May 2017 

JYU (FI) --- 
 

--- --- 

MSGSU (TR) 
 

1. Association for the Development of Early Childhood 
Education of Turkey 

2. Mother Child Education Foundation 
3. Educational Volunteers Foundation of Turkey  
4. Science Heroes Association 
5. Teachers Academy Foundation 
6. Private Schools Association of Turkey  
7. The Hope Foundation for Children with Cancer 
8. Social Innovation Center  
9. Children's Museum Association 

 Representatives from listed NGO’s were informed 
about the project’s activities and participated at the 
local multiplier event. 

 
 Children’s Museum Association signed an interest 

letter as an official stakeholder in the beginning of the 
project.  

October 2016 

PH KA (DE) 1. Private institutions running kindergartens: 
 AWO Bezirksverband Baden e.V. 
 AWO Bezirksverband Württemberg e.V. 
 Landesverband Katholischer Kindertagesstätten 
 Caritasverband für die Erzdiözese Freiburg 
 Evangelischer Landesverband, Tageseinrichtungen für 

Kinder in Württemberg e.V. 
 Diakonisches Werk der Evangelischen Landeskirche 
 Paritätischer Landesverband Baden-Württemberg 

By working together with the kindergartens ran by 
different private institutions they became aware of the 
project and its objectives. 

2016-2017 and 
2017-2018 
academic years 

2. German Society for Foreign [and Second] Language 
Research (DGFF) (The DGFF aims to bring together 
researchers from the fields of teaching and learning foreign 
language, multilingualism and intercultural learning.) 

The project was made publicly known through 
presentations at events coordinated by these 
organizations. 

2016-2018 

3. Federal Association of Foreign Language Teachers in 
Germany (GMF) (The GMF is a federal organization of 
teachers of foreign languages as well as of German as a 
foreign or second language in Germany.) 

The project was made publicly known through 
presentations at events coordinated by these 
organizations.  

2016-2018 
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4.4. Art/Science/Media Centers as Exploitation Target Groups and Stakeholders Reached  

Table 4. Partners’ Exploitation Target Groups and Stakeholders Reached for Art/Science/Media Centers 
Partners Art/Science/Media Centers Definition of the Activity Performed Date  

COOPSELIOS (IT)  
CL (IT)  
UNIMORE (IT) 

1. Manis (Center for Metaphor and Narrative in Science) The International Research Center Manis has promoted 
Seminars where digital story telling has been discussed and 
analyzed. 

2017 

JYU (FI) --- --- --- 

MSGSU (TR) 
 

1. İstanbul Modern 
2. Rahmi Koç Museum 
3. Sakıp Sabancı Museum 

Representatives from listed museums were informed about 
the project’s activities and participated at the local 
multiplier event. 

October 2016 

PH KA (DE) 1. ZKM | Centre for Art and Media Karlsruhe (The ZKM | 
Centre for Art and Media is a cultural institution housing 
two museums, three research institutes as well as a media 
centre.) 

Joint STORIES teacher training. Parts of the teacher 
training took place in the rooms of the ZKM. 

October-December 
2016 

 

4.5. Other Target Groups and Stakeholders 

Table 5. Other Exploitation Target Groups and Stakeholders 
Partners Other Target Groups & Stakeholders Definition of the Activity Performed  Date  

COOPSELIOS (IT)  
CL (IT)  
UNIMORE (IT)  

1. Aracne Editrice The italian publisher Aracne has printed the book “Digital 
Storytelling for Education. Theories and Good Practices in 
Preschool”. 

2018 

JYU (FI) 1. eTwinning Introducing basic information about eTwinning to staff in 
the participating kindergartens and providing the contact 
information of the eTwinning NCPs in order to encourage 
them to join the network, apply to contact seminars and 
establish DST-related projects. 

Spring 2018 

MSGSU (TR) 1. Rönesans Holding 
2. I-Theatre Turkey Distributorship 

Representatives from these institutions were informed 
about the project’s activities and participated at the local 
multiplier event. 

October 2016 

PH KA (DE) --- --- --- 
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5.   CONCLUSION

 
 

As parts of STORIES vision and mission, definition of exploitation strategy and 

activities followed by the STORIES consortium as a whole and its individual 

partners is presented in this Report, being aware of the fact that exploitation 

strategies will reinforce the results of the project activities and will ensure 

that the results and benefits will be spread throughout and beyond the 

consortium. With this understanding, the consortium has reached and tried to 

promote influentially the involvement of the following end users in the project 

process within three-year life span of STORIES: 

 

 The official partners and the participating schools (including teacher and 

children target groups) as the primary stakeholders, 

 

 Public bodies, governorships and municipalities, 

 
 Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 

 
 Art/science/media centers, and 

 
 Other target groups and stakeholders such as; educational software 

companies, state-wide initiatives, forums or publishing houses. 

 

As part of Q&E activities, an external evaluation has been processed halfway 

through and after the end of the STORIES project. In consideration of the 

external evaluator’s suggestions regarding planned and ongoing exploitation 

activities, each partner, taking responsibility for realising the general adoption 

strategy in practice on a national level, have endeavoured to develop concrete 

steps (presented in detail in Part 3) in order to make sure that the products of 

the project are adopted locally during the project, as well as, to ensure the use 

of the products after the end of project.  

 

Briefly; the overall steps for local adoption include distributing the products 

to different kindergartens and national public bodies, using the research 

results and concrete products as training material both in initial teacher 

education and in in-service training, and using existing research data as a 

basis for student project and theses. Moreover, considering the possible need 

for a more proactive ad-hoc approach beyond the initially planned 

exploitation actions in order to mainstream the outputs to groups less closely 

involved in the project activities, each partner has implemented ad-hoc 

activities, such as: organising additional training workshops in new 

kindergartens and new cities upon requests and embedding training materials 
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and research results into broader teacher training/ in-service training 

programmes that take place after the project (also see; Q&E Report).  

 

On the other hand, during the three-year life of the STORIES Project, a need 

has been occurred to change some of the activities planned to be carried out in 

line with the initial Exploitation Plan and the target audience planned to be 

reached. The various needs of this issue have mostly emerged regarding the 

limitations based on time management, financial resources and inter-agency 

communication policies. 

 

During the project, regarding these limitations, the partners have made an 

effort to replace the premeditated activities and target groups suitably (in a 

manner that such changes would not affect the project flow) by more 

accessible activities and stakeholders: 

 

 Addition of an extra meeting, which was not foreseen in the project plan, 

hosted by Coopselios due to the agreement of the partners on the 

necessity to have this sub-activity to wrap up the first project cycle and to 

prepare for the second; 

 

 The final meeting’s being hosted by MSGSU and held in Istanbul, therefore 

not being able to match the project plan’s foresight to combine the final 

meeting with an international multiplier event in Trento; but instead, 

efforts by partners to participate in more national or international 

conferences to share results; 

 

 Attempts by partners to reach alternative counterpart stakeholders, who 

perform similar activities with the pre-targeted stakeholders unreached 

can be given as examples of this effort.  

 

In addition; although German partner expressed in preparation of the 

STORIES proposal the commitment to set up a “digital storytelling room” at 

University of Education Karlsruhe (PH KA, DE), where STORIES educational 

practices and scientific activities will take place; this commitment could not 

have been met because of not having the expected resources for this. But 

instead, during the implementation of the project, Turkish partner had the 

opportunity to realize this commitment through institutional support and set 

up a DST atelier for children in the university building. Beyond the use of this 

atelier for realization of some of the STORIES project implementations; it will 

continue to be used for further DST activities for children in the long term 

within Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University Centre for Continuing Education. 
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Apart from those mentioned above, we have also faced some difficult goals to 

achieve in the scope of the exploitation activities, mainly with respect to 

external teacher target group, who play an important role in reinforcement of 

the results of the STORIES project activities: building a teacher community 

and fostering of practices among this community. Based on our 

observations laying the fact that online learning was experienced as less 

attractive than face-to-face training, what we profit from for the possible 

future initiatives is to begin with building a community primarily based on 

taking advantage of existing communities, instead of attempting to establish a 

new one. 

 

In summary, we can say that; through all performed exploitation and 

dissemination activities, the valuable outputs of the STORIES project on DST 

in ECEC (i.e. information and guidelines on suitable research, 

experimentation, and training approaches in the context of DST in 

kindergartens) that already have been valorised from the perspectives of 

practice, research, and policy are thought to have a significant impact on local, 

regional, national and European level. 
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APPENDIX I: STAKEHOLDERS MAP 
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APPENDIX II: MEDIA PARTNERS FOR THE EXPLOITATION AND DISSEMINATION OF STORIES 
 

Media Partners Channel Audience Definition of the Content  Date 

Project Partner Schools web sites and bulletins teachers, parents, students Activity based news were 
published and announced 

2015-2018  

UNIMORE (IT) Web site: www.stories.unimore.it  
(Design, development and management of the 
Unimore research team website) 

staff and students 
 
 

Activity based news were 
published and announced 

2016-2018 

Personal web pages:  
On the below-mentioned personal web pages,  
http://personale.unimore.it/Rubrica/Dettaglio/
acontini (Annamaria Contini) 
http://personale.unimore.it/Rubrica/Dettaglio/
cbertolini (Chiara Bertolini) 

http://personale.unimore.it/rubrica/dettaglio/
73695 (Lorenzo Manera) 

staff and students UNIMORE team put a link to the 
page that UNIMORE specifically 
presents the DST project. 

2015-2018 

COOPSELIOS (IT)  
 

Web site: 
http://www.coopselios.com/progetto-erasmus-
plus-stories/ 
(The Coopselios communication office designed, 
developed and managed the website) 

Coopselios employees and 
stakeholders  

Activity based news were 
published and announced 

2017-2018 

Coopselios newsletter 

JYU (FI) web site: www.jyu.fi (university) staff and students   

MSGSU (TR) web site: www.msgsu.edu.tr staff and students Activity based news and 
products (boomark, banner, flag, 
poster, etc.) were announced and 
shared.   

2015-2018 

press bulletin Staff and students of 
MSGSU  
Other stakeholders   

PH KA (DE) web site: http://www.ph-karlsruhe.de  staff and students Information about the project 
and project activities.  

2016-2018 

newsletter “PH Aktuell” staff 

media network website staff 

annual journal “Dialog” staff, politicians, sponsors An article about the project was 
published.  

December 2017 
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APPENDIX III: LOCAL, NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL EVENTS FOR THE EXPLOITATION AND DISSEMINATION OF 
STORIES 

 
Event Place Definition/Content of the Activity Date  

Partner Meeting 1 Reggio Emilia, Italy Kick-off meeting  9-10 December 2015 

“Praxisanleitertreffen”  
 

PH Karlsruhe, Germany 
Project presentation with a focus on the DST approach, 
networking 

9 March 2016 

“Challenging Reading” Universität Münster Networking 11-12 March 2016 

ITK2016 (Interactive Technology in 
Education) Conference 

Hämeenlinna, Finland Attendance for networking with stakeholders 14-15 April 2016 

Partner Meeting 2 Jyväskylä, Finland  
Project partners shared experiences and discussed next 
steps. 

12-13 May 2016 

“Erzählen in der Zweitsprache” Universität Graz 
Presentation (STORIES: Fostering Early Childhood Literacy 
Competencies) 

10-11 June 2016 

“Praxisbörse” PH Karlsruhe, Germany Poster display and hands-on demonstration 27 June 2016 

Turkish Local Multiplier Event MSGSU Auditorum, Turkey 

A full-day event with the participation of totally 65 
stakeholders, who were composed of the teachers and the 
administrative staff of our experimentation schools as 
primary stakeholders and representatives from other 
schools, universities which have relevant departments (i.e. 
pre-school education, technology education, etc.), national 
public bodies, governorships and municipalities, non-
governmental organizations, art & science centers and 
museums. 

15 October 2016 

Multiplier event: Curriculum 
planning day in the City of Helsinki  

Helsinki, Finland STORIES session (1 h)  25 November 2016 

Partner Meeting 3 Karlsruhe, Germany 
Project partners shared experiences and discussed next 
steps. 

10-11 November 2016 

7th National Basic Education 
Symposium: The Importance of 
Positive Approach in Education. 

Istanbul, Turkey 

Workshop: 

First Part: Introduction to Digital Story Applications. 

(Göksu Gözen) 

Second Part:  Examples on Digital Story Implementations 

and Mobile Application. (Pelin Yüksel Arslan) 

Panel Speech:  Examples on Digital Story Implementations 

and Mobile Application. (Pelin Yüksel Arslan) 

December 2016 
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APPENDIX III-Continues 
 

Event Place Definition/Content of the Activity Date  

Academic career guidance to 
students (Unimore’s Event) 

Centre ModenaFiere, Italy 
The Unimore research group has presented the Stories 
Project within the “Research and Culture Area” of the 
Unimore’s Event “Academic career guidance to students” 

10 March 2017 
 

 

ECEC Day at the University of 
Jyväskylä 

Jyväskylä, Finland  Presentation (30 min) 16 March 2017  

Teacher Training Forum event at the 
University of Jyväskylä 

Jyväskylä, Finland  Poster and exhibition stand 21 March 2017 

ITK2017 (Interactive Technology in 
Education) conference 

Hämeenlinna, Finland 
Poster display and two poster presentation slots (30 min) 
each day 

6-7 April 2017 

Conference “Digital Storytelling: 
media and technologies in ECEC” 

UNIMORE, Reggio Emilia 
 
 

The Department of Education and Human Sciences of the 
UNIMORE, under the scientific responsibility of Annamaria 
Contini (Manager of the project) together with Societ{ 
cooperativa Coopselios (project leader – represented by 
Riccardo Lelli), held a conference in Reggio Emilia - at the 
Palazzo Universitario “Giuseppe Dossetti” - titled “Digital 
Storytelling: media and technologies in ECEC”.  
The conference brought together about 160 practitioners, 
University and PHD students, preschool and primary school 
teachers.  
The aim of the conference was to present the initial results 
of the project activities and to discuss the abovementioned 
topics with scholars, academics and representatives of the 
most relevant research courses in Early Childhood 
Education and Care.  More specifically, the Conference has 
involved political delegates of the Reggio Emilia 
municipality, representatives of the Reggio Emilia 
Approach, Azienda Servizi Bassa Reggiana and Societ{ 
cooperativa Coopselios.  

11 May 2017 

“Semin{rio Internacional de 
Educacao” (SIEDUCA) 

Universidade Luterana do Brasil 
(ULBRA), Cachoeira do Sul 
Campus 

 
Participation at “Semin{rio Internacional de Educacao” 
(SIEDUCA) 
 

24 August 2017 
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APPENDIX III-Continues 
 

Event Place Definition/Content of the Activity Date  

 
27th Eecera annual conference 

 
Bologna, Italy 

The Unimore research group has illustrated and discussed - 
within the symposium “Digital activites in ECEC”, under the 
chairmanship of Chiara Bertolini (University of Modena and 
Reggio Emilia) - a presentation titled “Fostering narrative 
skills through digital storytelling in ECE”.  Through the 
course of the presentation the research unit has - in 
particular - presented the digital stories' assessment tool, 
discussed the instrument's validity evidence and discussed 
the results related to the quality of the stories produced 
during the first year of experimentation. Moreover, the 
research unit has been delighted by the presence of the 
internationally renowned scholar Nicola Yelland (Research 
Professor in the College of Arts & Education at Victoria 
University).  

29 August – 1 September 2017 

Partner Meeting Extra Reggio Emilia, Italy  
Project partners shared experiences and discussed next 
steps. 

4-5 September 2017 

Multiplier event: STORIES 
afternoon in the City of Tampere  

Tampere, Finland A half-day event for ECEC staff and administration 12 September 2017 

“Frühe Bildung 2.0” PH Karlsruhe, Germany 
Presentation (Frühe Sprach- und Medienbildung mit Digital 
Storytelling) 

18 November 2017 

KEOS – Professional training day for 
teachers from Central Finland 

Jyväskylä, Finland Exhibition stand  25 November 2017 

SEMINAR “STEAM in Education” UNIMORE, Reggio Emilia 

Fostering STEAM through digital storytelling projects:  Art 
and technology can be intertwined through the process of 
digital stories creation. 
Aesthetic experiences realized within the Italian preschools’ 
ateliers were continuous with the cognitive aspects 
involved.  
These different dimensions fostered complex processes and 
productions, sustaining children in exploring the 
affordances of the different digital and non/digital tools 
proposed 

6 March 2018 
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APPENDIX III-Continues 
 

Event Place Definition/Content of the Activity Date  

Academic career guidance to 
students (Unimore’s Event) 

 
Centre ModenaFiere, Italy 

The Unimore research unit has presented the Stories Project 
within the “Research and culture Area” of the Unimore’s Event 
“Academic career guidance to students” 

9 March 2018 

“Schlüsseltag” 
Gutenbergschule Karlsruhe, 
Germany 

workshop (Frühe Sprach- und Medienbildung: Kinder erzählen 
Geschichten mit digitalen Medien) 

16 March 2018 

Partner Meeting 4 Karlsruhe, Germany  Project partners shared experiences and discussed next steps. 5-6 April 2018 

ITK2018 (Interactive Technology in 
Education) Conference 

Hämeenlinna, Finland Conference presentation 12-13 April 2018 

XX. Nationl Congress GISCEL “Oral 
and written, verbal and non-verbal: 
the multimodality in school “ 

Salerno, Italy 
 

The Unimore research uniti has illustrated  
and discussed - a presentation titled “Multimodal narrations in 
preschool”   

12-14 April 2018 

8th Visual Learning Conference Budapest 

By referring to constructionists’ theory of narrative as a meaning 
making act, through digital storytelling activities realized in several 
Reggio Emilia’s Preschool ateliers and mini-ateliers, children aged 
3 to 6 years old have been provided an ideal context to find new 
affordances and metaphorize daily unstructured objects by actively 
exploring and including them within a visual narrative structure. 

26-28 April 2018 

Childhood and Materiality 
conference (international) 

Jyväskylä, Finland 
Conference presentation: Children’s agency in digital storytelling: 
The role of material 
Environments 

7-9 May  2018 

SEMINAR “Narration as a Tool for 
Understanding Man and Nature in 
Early Childhood” 
 
 
 

UNIMORE, Reggio Emilia 
 
 
 

Within the cycle of seminar titled "SEMINARS OF MANIS - Spring 
2017", organized by the Research Centre "Metaphor and Narrative 
in Science - Manis" (Department of Education and Human Sciences 
of the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia) directed by 
Annamaria Contini, the Unimore research group has participated 
to a seminar devoted to narratives in Early Childhood Education 
and Care, titled “Narration as a Tool for Understanding Man and 
Nature in Early Childhood”.  
During the Seminar, the Unimore research unit presented further 
results of the "Stories" project trough a presentation titled “Media 
literacy and narration in ECEC: the Stories project”. 

21 June 2018 

Partner Meeting 5 Istanbul, Turkey Final meeting  30-31 July 2018 
 


